
Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

Ever y true fisherman understands that the joy of fishing lies in its myster y.

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

JUNE 2016

June
Wednesday, 
June 8, 2016

Chit-Chat & Dinner: 6:00
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

Wednesday
June 8, 2016

JIM WALKER 
Zane Grey Trout Unlimited 

Chapter President and Desert 
Fly Casters member will share 
his insights on the numerous 

TU activities in Arizona.

Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting,  
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

Jim Walker has been a member of Des-
ert Fly Casters for over ten years and 
has been a member of Trout Unlimited 
in various states for over 27 years.  He 
has been a member of the Zane Grey 
TU Chapter here in Phoenix for over 
twelve years and currently serves as the 
President, on the Arizona Trout Unlim-
ited Council and on the national Trout 
Unlimited Board of Trustees.
   Mr. Walker will give an update on 
some of the projects he discussed in 
his 2014 presentation and introduce 
many of the new projects that are 
underway or planned throughout Ari-
zona.

Africa    Trout&

JUNE DFC CLUB MEETING...

Join in with our DFC Trout Bum buddy, Gary Bedsworth and his 
adventures to Africa for fishing. Catch him on page 3.

Special thanks to all of our DFC Trout Bums for supporting the monthly raffles with 
donations and of course participation purchasing tickets. 

Frank  Schettino, Raffle Chairman- sketno1026@hotmail.com
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CATCH US HERE:
Desert Fly Casters
Web Site
www.desertflycasters.com
President
Gentry Smith
design@gentrysmith.com

Vice President
Kristen Kile
kilekristen@yahoo.com

Secretary
Helen Corson
HTCorson@aol.com

Treasurer
John  McAteer
jmcateer72@gmail.com

Programs
Gentry Smith
design@gentrysmith.com

Outings
Joe Staller
joestaller@yahoo.com 

Membership
Dave Weaver
dweaver16@cox.net

Website
Bill Batchelor
wlbatch@cox.net

News Letter
Robert McKeon
rmckeon2@cox.net

To advance the sport of fly 
fishing in Arizona through 
education, conservation 
and community outreach 
efforts by: 
• Providing Education 
classes and clinics on fly 
fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, rod  building and 
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve, 
restore, and enhance local 
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing 
approachable, enjoyable 
and safe in family friendly 
environment

• Promoting responsible 
angling practices

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

Most of my fishing is done 
by reading books....

Bob McKeon, 
DFC Newsletter Editor, 
Graphic Guru, Head 
Wrangler of Stuff, Stay 
at Home Fly Fisherman 
and Certified Lawn Tosser 
of Rods an' things.   
Questions/Comments? 
Catch me at: 
rmckeon2@cox.net

I do surprise myself with the books and articles I find at times in the old tin box near 
the well in my backyard. I spotted this article by Louis Rhead, from an old May 1922 
issue of Forest and Stream. I couldn't help but notice some familiarity with this article 
after attending our DFC May club meeting and listening to the fine presentation by 
Duane Redford.  As I read, Mr Rhead’s, "Fishing from Bottom to Surface," I have to 
admit my fishing experiences many years ago on my favorite streams in Michigan 
would of been much more productive with the knowledge of DFC club meetings I 
experienced in May along with this dated article. And, my evenings sitting on the 
back bumper of my car filling out my personal fishing journal of the evening's fish, 
would now be in a book form on the little nation of AmazonDotCom.  Hope you en-
joy this May 1922 article which I’ve got on pages 6 & 7 of this issue.

Down Stream...
Check this out...Get in on this nice rod & reel combination...The DFC gang is offering 
this special during the next couple of club meetings. Questions, please see Frank 
Schettino our Raffle Man...catch Frank at: sketno1026@hotmail.com

Healing water event is in the planning for July 9th at McQueen Park with a 
6 am breakfast and fishing until 9 am.  Rough planning includes breakfast, 
kinda cook to order, with about 3 DFC people helping out with the fishing 
and about the same number for cooking.  I have received confirmation from 
Gilbert that the park is booked for that date from 6 to 9 AM
Questions?? And additional information catch me, Tom Horvath at:
mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com

What 
we're 

working 
on...



Africa 
Trout &

I had the good fortune to spend three weeks in Africa during April. Not only was it a mind altering experience but a great adven-
ture in African food. Which by the way was varied and well prepared even in the African safari wilderness. I enjoyed a great variety of vegetable 
and fruits, lamb, wild game, and fresh fish especially in Cape Town. The preparation of African food tends to open the mind to alternative ways 
of preparing vegetables and fruit. Multiple vegetable where served at lunch and dinner prepared in ways I have not experienced in the USA. 
The history of European culture especially Portuguese has taken French and English recipes in a different direction.
     But let’s take a look a trout. Yes, there are numerous trout streams in Africa and fly fishing through not common is practiced throughout 
Africa from urban areas.  The tribal natives were VERY interested it this new way of fishing. Only a very few natives in four of the five locations 
we visited had seen a fly rod. Yes, I did go fishing but not for trout, first on a river in Zambia then for  Tiger Fish on the Zambezi within ear shot 
of Victoria Falls.
     This recipe is in grams and metrics. But not that hard to convert. From the recipe you should get an idea regarding how different their cook-
ing style has become. Coriander, soy, garlic and ginger are common. And some version of rice or corn is a basic in each meal. 
Bon Appetit, Gary

LEMON COUSCOUS
500ml couscous • 500ml chicken stock
45ml butter
200g black olives, pitted and coarsely 
chopped
3 wheels of feta cheese, crumbled
1 preserved lemon, finely chopped
juice and grated rind of 1 fresh lemon
Preheat the oven to 180C.  •  Place the trout fillet, 
skin-side down, on a non-stick baking tray. Season 
very well with salt and pepper.  •  Mix the coriander, 
soy sauce, olive oil, ginger and garlic together.
Spread the mixture over the fillets, place in the hot 
oven and bake for 15-20 minutes or until cooked 
through and golden brown.  •  Remove from oven 
and set aside.

BAKED TROUT ON LEMON COUSCOUS
300g trout fillets
salt and freshly ground black pepper
1 handful fresh coriander, finely 
chopped
80ml sticky soy sauce
60ml olive oil
1cm piece of fresh ginger, peeled 
and finely chopped
2 cloves of garlic, finely chopped
extra coriander for serving

COUSCOUS: Place the couscous in 
a glass mixing bowl.  •  Bring the stock 
and butter to the boil, pour it over the 
couscous and mix through. Cover the 
bowl with plastic wrap and set aside 
for about 15 minutes until all the stock 
has been absorbed.  •  Stir the couscous 
with a fork to loosen the grains.  •  Add 
the olives, feta, preserved lemon and 
fresh lemon juice and rind. Season well 
with salt and pepper and spoon onto 
a serving platter.  •  Flake the fish into 
big pieces and arrange on top of the 
couscous. Garnish with fresh coriander 
and serve.

DFC Trout Bum, Gary J. Bedsworth, with his 
tilipa catch for the day. 
Mr. Bedsworth may reached at: 
gbedsworth@aol.com

Get ready for Puerto Penasco, Mexico November 3-7, 2016. 

If you would like a club shirt embroidered, bring one of your choice to the next DFC meeting.  You 
can pick your size, color, and style, (T shirt, Polo, or Fishing Shirt) secure your name to your 

shirt.  We will gather them up and drop them off at a local embroidery shop.  There will be a fee for 
the embroidery.  I would like to collect all of the shirts at the June, and July meetings so I can return 

them to you at the August meeting.

For you lucky ducks that have already escaped the summer heat, and won't be back until fall, you 
can buy a shirt online and send it to me.  I'll drop off your shirt to be embroidered and have it ready 

when you get back.  
Mail your shirt to:

Vince Deadmond  •  8540 East McDowell Rd. #14  •  Mesa, AZ 85207

Questions?? Contact me, Vince at: 
vince@ajbest.com  or- 480 818 1796
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Fly Fishing Tips
For Beginners
By Pearl O. Wisdum

To rid moisture in small 
tackle boxes- drop in a 
couple pieces of chalk. It 
will absorb the moisture.

Trick a Trout....
When no trout are rising, 
don’t hesitate to fish ants 
blind in likely holding 
areas. Especially good are 
riffles, pocket water, tails 
of pools, and areas near 
shore where a tree or brush 
leans over the water. Long 
leaders are helpful, and tip-
pets should run 5 to 7X. If a 
trout is hanging in an area 
that’s hard to reach, try ty-
ing a cork or foam pattern 
and splattering it gently 
onto the water, to the side 
and slightly behind the 
fish’s location. The noise 
alerts them to a potential 
meal and they often come 
cruising over to inspect- 
and, usually, to eat.

Tighter Deer-Hair 
Wings...
When tying off a deer-hair 
wing, most tiers wrap the 
thread over the hair in one 
spot, then trim the hair. 
That method works, but 
the hair can work loose 
and come off the fly. A 
better method is to wrap 
the thread through little 
clumps of the hair as you 
tie it down with the thread. 
Then the hair, bound in 
several spots, will hold 
more securely.

The Fly rod building class offers DFC members a chance to learn the fundamentals for rod building from 
club expert Dave Weaver. Under Dave's expertise, club members will get assistance, not only choosing their 
rod blanks and components, but also learn some of the fundamentals to building and tuning the rod to get 
the most out of the blanks. The costs for building the rod is only a fraction of buying one off the shelf and 
having built several rods now with Dave's guidance, I can attest to the fact (or maybe I am just prejudiced) 
that they cast much better than the store bought equivalent. This is not only a great way to learn about fly 
rods and the components but also a great way to get to know your fellow club members.

Rod Builders
Among us...

Our DFC Trout Bum buddy, and rod building guru, Dave Weaver, will guide 
us through building your own rod. Keep an eye out for when Mr. Weaver will 

offer another course in rod building. While we are all on a summer break from 
classes forming such as this...BE WARNED- this class fills up quickly, thanks to 
its popularity among members. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate 

to see Mr. Weaver at the next club meeting and talk- Rod Building!
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Pattern sheet
Hook: Daiiche 1160 #10-12 
Thread: 6/0    
 
Hot Spot: Orange Dub  
Body: Ice Dub
Ribbing: Krystal Flash Pearl 
Underwing: Elk
Head: 2mm foam
Legs: Legs Rubber to match pattern
Post: Para post or Antron

We will be tying foam flies and one will be the Moodah Poodah.  This is a pattern by Curtis Fry and can be used to imi-
tate Cicada’s, Hoppers, Stone Flies and Dries of various nature.  The other foam pattern will be a Hopper Juan.

Material will be provided

If you have questions or need to use club’s tying tool kit, catch Tom Horvath at 602-768-7280. 

Date: June 22nd (fourth Wednesday of the month)
Location: 4131 E. Wood Street (Cross Streets Broadway and 40th Street)

Time: 6:30pm to 8:30pm

June Intermediate Tying Session • Foam Flies
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Note: On the Orange Nymph, orange seal or African Goat fur was used for the body with a gold tinsel rib.

Bob Olach 
with a fine catch of the day.

Cove’s Pheasant Tail Nymphs

Hook:  Daiichi #1710 2 X Long Nymph 
hook (Size 10 – 14)
Thread: Uni-Thread 6/0 - Black
Body & Wing Case: Natural, green, black and 
wine colored pheasant tails
Thorax: Natural Hare’s Ear
Ribbing: Copper Ultra Wire
Hackle: None

This is one of Bob Olach's Fly Of The Month articles, from his column in the Lee Wulff Chapter of TU. Mr. Olach has 
appeared in some of our DFC newsletter issues in the past and he's donated some of his prized flies to us at past ban-
quet times. He's very much the expert when it comes to the soft hackle flies- both tying and fishing them. Mr. Olach 
has a great collection of books on the subject and through the years, we've often corresponded with each other. I find 
him a true gentleman and I appreciate these times when I can share his interest with soft hackles with the rest of the 
DFC Trout Bums. I hope sometime in his travels, he might stop by for one of our club meetings here in the Valley. Bob 
Olach may be reached at: royalcoachman@sbcglobal.net  Thanx, Bob.
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MAIL TO: ☛

OUTINGS- 2016
Gentry Smith- President

Kristen Kile-Vice President
John  McAteer- Treasurer

Helen Corson- Secretary
Outings- Joe Staller

Programs- Gentry Smith
Library

Ricky Furbee
Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King

Membership- Dave Weaver
(Also- Newsletter distribution)

Education 
Tom Horvath

Conservation- Joe Miller/Dick Brooks
TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison   

Raffles- Frank Schettino
Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 

Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 
Member at Large

Dick Brooks, David Huang, 
Charlie Rosser, Rick Scott

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com 

2016  DESERT FLY C ASTERS
BOARD OF DIREC TORS

See ya Wednesday...

June 8, 2016

THE TESTAMENT OF A FISHERMAN
Robert Traver 1964, (Judge John Voelker 1903-91)

I fish because I love to; Because I love the environs where trout are found, which are invariably 
beautiful, and hate the environs where crowds of people are found, which are invariably ugly; 
Because of all the television commercials, cocktail parties, and assorted social posturing I 
thus escape; Because, in a world where most men seem to spend their lives doing things they 
hate, my fishing is at once an endless source of delight and an act of small rebellion; Because 
trout do not lie or cheat and cannot be bought or bribed or impressed by power, but respond 
only to quietude and humility and endless patience; Because I suspect that men are going 
along this way for the last time, and I for one don't want to waste the trip; because mercifully 
there are no telephones on trout waters; Because only in the woods can I find solitude with-
out loneliness; Because bourbon out of an old tin cup always tastes better out there; Because 
maybe one day I’ll catch a mermaid; And, finally, not because I regard fishing as being so ter-
ribly important but because I suspect that so many of the other concerns of men are equally 
unimportant- and not nearly so much fun.

AUGUST OUTING
Salt River Float & Lunch

Saturday, August 13, 2016
Final details are being worked on....

Additional information at our June DFC Club meeting
For immidiate questions catch: 

Vince at: vince@ajbest.com


